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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 1799 
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SUB J : MINISTER OF LABOR RETURNS FROM MOSCOW 
REF: LISBON 1469, MOSCOW 4338 

SUMMARY: MINISTER OF LABOR COSTA MARTINS RETURNED FROM A WEEK- 
LONG VISIT TO SOVIET UNION DURING WHICH HE MET WITH THE CHAIRMAN 
OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, KOSYGIN. COSTA MARTINS STATES VISIT 
"HIGHLY POSITIVE" AND INFORMS THAT PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES IS 
INVITED TO VISIT MOSCOW. END SUMMARY. 
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LISBON MARCH 30 FOLLOWING SEVEN-DAY VISIT TO USSR. HIGHLIGHT 
OF TRIP WAS A THREE-HOUR MEETING WITH CHAIRMAN OF USSR COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS. ALEKSEY KOSYGIN ON MARCH 26. INTERVIEW DESCRIBED 
BY COSTA MARTINS UPON HIS RETURN AS A DISCUSSION OF LUSO-SOVIET 
RELATIONS WITH AGREEMENT ON THE NEED FOR AN INCREASE IN 
SOVIET ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL, "BASED ON COOPERATION, MUTUAL 
RESPECT AND NON-INTERFERENCE." KOSYGIN REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED 
HIS SOLIDARITY WITH THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL AND FOR THEIR EFFORTS TO CONSOLIDATE 
PORTUGUESE DEMOCRACY. 

2. UPON ARRIVAL IN LISBON, COSTA MARTINS STATED THAT ALTHOUGH 
INVITATIONS FOR STATE VISITS NORMALLY HANDLED THROUGH EMBASSIES, 

HE BELIEVED HE COULD SAY THAT PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES HAD BEEN 
INVITED TO VISIT THE SOVIET UNION. 

3. USSR'S FIRST VICE MINISTER OF DEFENSE REPORTEDLY RECEIVED 
COSTA MARTINS FOR COURTESY VISIT. DELEGATION ALSO VISITED STATE 
COMMITTEE FOR UTILIZATION OF ATOMIC ENERGY AND POINTS OF 
INTEREST IN MOSCOW AND LENINGRAD. MILITARY MEMBERS OF DELE- 
GATION VISITED FRUNZE MILITARY AND NAVAL BASE AT SEVASTOPOL. 

4. IN REGARD TO WORKING ASPECTS OF VISIT, MINISTER STATED HE HAD 

MET WITH COUNCIL OF MINISTERS COMMITTEE FOR LABOR AND WAGES WHERE 
PROBLEMS OF INCOME DISTRIBUTION, MANAGEMENT, AND LABOR LAW WERE 
DISCUSSED. MINISTER NOTED THAT WHILE WAGE DIFFERENCES IN 
SOVIET UNION WERE LESS THAN IN PORTUGAL, THERE DID EXIST 
WITHIN THE SOVIET UNION SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES IN WAGES 
DEPENDING UPON THE TYPE OF WORK PERFORMED. 

5. IN REGARD TO FUTURE TRIPS, COSTA MARTINS SAID HE HAS 
INVITATIONS TO VISIT SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES AND WOULD DO SO 
WHENEVER THIS WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVING LIVING STANDARDS, 
DEVELOPMENT, AND PROMOTE BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF PORTUGUESE 
SITUATION. 

6. COMMENT: THE VISIT HAS RECEIVED EXTENSIVE AND FAVORABLE 
PRESS TREATMENT, REFLECTING A WIDELY SHARED SATISFACTION 
THAT A PORTUGUESE MINISTER RECEIVED VIP TREATMENT BY A GREAT 
POWER. 
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